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Appendix 7 - Assessment of net gain. 

 

Defra Biodiversity Metric 3.0  

In the absence of other tools specific to Wales, Defra Biodiversity Metric 3.0 has been 

applied to habitat areas and watercourses at this site to provide a quantitative assessment of 

biodiversity net gain. This has not been applied to hedgerow habitat. 

 

Taking the following into account, a predicted net gain of 144 habitat units is likely, 

representing a 75% increase over site baseline: 

 

• habitat losses associated with built infrastructure and associated access tracks,  

• improvement of habitat quality associated with under panel grassland habitats, 

• improved grassland habitat quality associated with reen and ditch buffers, 

• improvement in areas where arable has been planted to grassland. 

 

In addition, taking the following into account, a predicted net gain of 19.9 River units is likely, 

representing a 18% increase over site baseline 

• improvement in ditch habitat quality due to changes in land management and active 

scrub removal to open up ditch habitat. 

 

The detailed results page from the metric is provided below.
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SPIES tool 

The SPIES tool1 assesses proposed management interventions against peer reviewed 

scientific papers and provides an evidence-based summary of likely impacts. For this 

project, interventions proposed within the LEMP will result in changes significantly weighted 

towards enhancement for the following: 

 

• Maintaining habitats and biodiversity 

• Pollination regulation  

• Water quality regulation 

• Climate regulation 

• Flood regulation 

• Water cycle support 

 

The assessment was as follows; 

 

 
1 https://www.lancaster.ac.uk/spies/ 
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